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ENGRCSSED HOUSE BI LL 2044

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Seaquist, Smth, Angel, Nelson, Morris, Finn,
Appl et on, Roberts, Rolfes, Cody, and Carlyle

Read first tinme 02/06/09. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Rel ating to Washington state ferries incident and acci dent
i nvestigation policies; adding a new section to chapter 47.60 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Recognizing the paranount inportance of
sustai ning the highest levels of ferry system safety, the |egislature
finds that a rigorous, open incident and accident investigation policy
is essential to the safe and reliable operation of the Washi ngton state
ferry system Drawing on information provided in response to previous
| egi sl ative direction, and noting recent accident/incident history, the
| egislature finds an urgent need to upgrade Washington state ferries’
accident/incident investigation policies and procedures.

(2) After fully considering proposed upgraded accident/incident
investigation policies and procedures, it is the intent of the
| egislature to enact the policies into law and to publish that |aw and
procedures as a manual for Washington state ferries' accident/incident
investigations. Until that tinme, the Washington state ferry systemis
enj oined to exercise particular diligence to assure that any incident
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or accident investigations are conducted within the spirit of the
gui delines of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

As a priority task, the Washington state ferries is directed to
propose a conprehensive incident and accident investigation policy and
appropriate procedures, and to provide the proposal to the |legislature
by Novenber 1, 2009, using existing resources and staff expertise. In
addition to consulting with ferry system unions and the United States
coast guard, the Washington state ferries is encouraged to solicit
i ndependent outside expertise on incident and accident investigation
best practices as they may be found in other organizations wth a
simlar concern for marine safety. The policy nust contain, at a
m ni mum

(1) The definition of an incident and an accident and the type of
investigation that is required by both types of events;

(2) The process for appointing an investigating officer or officers
and a description of the authorities and responsibilities of the
investigating officer or officers. The investigating officer or
of ficers mnust:

(a) Have the appropriate training and experience as determ ned by
t he policy;

(b) Not have been involved in the incident or accident so as to
avoi d any conflict of interest;

(c) Have full access to all persons, records, and relevant
organi zations that nmay have information about or may have contri buted
to, directly or indirectly, the incident or accident under

i nvestigation, in conpliance with any affected enpl oyee's or enpl oyees'’
respective collective bargaining agreement and state |laws and rules
regardi ng public disclosure under chapter 42.56 RCW

(d) Be provided with, if requested by the investigating officer or
of ficers, appropriate outside technical expertise; and

(e) Be provided with staff and |egal support by the Washington
state ferries as may be appropriate to the type of investigation,;

(3) The process of working with the affected enpl oyee or enpl oyees
in accordance with the enployee's or enployees' respective collective
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bargai ning agreenent and the appropriate union officials, wthin
protocols afforded to all public enpl oyees;

(4) The process by which the United States coast guard is kept
informed of, interacts with, and reviews the investigation;

(5) The process for review, approval, and inplenentation of any
approved recommendations within the departnent; and

(6) The process for keeping the public informed of the
investigation and its outcones, in conpliance with any affected
enpl oyee' s or enpl oyees' respective collective bargai ni ng agreenent and
state laws and rules regarding public disclosure under chapter 42.56
RCW

~-- END ---
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